Developing Instructional Materials for Apprentices

Figure 3- St. John's Rating Results

Characteristics

Yes

No

3. Are major points limited to no more than 6-7 per lesson?

4.  Does the material include simple practice situations?

5.  Do the sentences follow standard English construction?

6.  Is the number of pages per major topic ten pages or less?

7. Are the materials self-paced?

8.  Do the materials include appropriate questions?

9. Are clear, concise performance objectives provided?

Example

David St. John, a related subjects instructor for
several years, began to review the instructional
materials he had used for the last two years. He re-
viewed five clusters that he selected randomly from his
materials and used the checklist included in this
module. A portion of his rating is illustrated in Figure 3.

Given the results of this portion of the materials
rating, St. John set out to correct the problems he noted.
He reorganized the content, dividing materials into
topics and subtopics of reasonable length. Next, he
rewrote some of the subtopics using a standard format
of (1) definitions, (2) application, (3) example and (4)
practice situations. He included three examples and two
situations for each topic. Number of pages per topic was
limited to ten pages including two pages of examples

and one page of practice situations. He continued to use
the suggested performance objectives and most of the
questions included in the original materials. \Vhile St.
John did not follow every suggested guideline for
writing materials, he found that the apprentices learned
more quickly and demonstrated greater interest.

Additional Information

You may find that reading sources like the following
will help you prepare effective materials for training
adults:

M. Knowles. The Adult Learner; A Neglected Species
(Houston, Texas; Gulf Publishing Company; 1978).

O. Milton and Associates. On College Teaching; A
Guide To Contemporary Practices (San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass; 1976).

Self-Test Exercises

Answer the questions below in the space provided or on work paper. Compare your answers with those provided
in the appendix of the booklet.

1.   What are the specific ways that you can help adults to feel ownership of materials through instructional design?

2.   Describe specific precedures of instmctional design through which you can make adult learners more comfort-
able in the learning setting.

3.   How should written and visual information be presented?

4. Take the checklist provided in Figure 2 and use it to evaluate some of the written material you use If at least 6
items are rated on the "No" side of the continuum, begin to rewrite your materials,n
